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The question of human rights
from an Asian perspective

?% The elaboration of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the
UN in 1948 constitutes undoubtedly a turning point in the world history
and one of the most significant European contributions to humanity. Ho-
wever, it should be acknowledged that the concept of human rights from
the very beginning was involved in political struggle and up to now is ma-
nipulated by governments, politicians and various groupings for their
purposes. Being deeply rooted in the Christian intellectual tradition its
universal implementation faces various difficulties in the countries that
belong to other traditions, in particular Confucian and Buddhist.
Among the principal problems in the Asia-Pacific region the author
points out a collectivist notion of an individual and different interpreta-
tion of “freedom”, as well as absence of the legal tradition and the em-
phasis on obligations rather than on rights. In addition, law is perceived
there in a different way than in the West. This results in a widely diffu-
sed “obedient approach” and rare manifestations of dissent or opposition.
Therefore, in the Asia-Pacific region two elements, crucial to “human
rights”, are lacking: an autonomous individual as a subject and the reco-
gnition of innate rights. Moreover, the Confucian political tradition ela-
borated a different concept and structure of state. In the Western tradi-
tion that originates from absolutistic monarchies, only the state has
means and rights to oppress its citizens, so there were conditions for an
evolution of “human rights” and of “civil society”. On the other hand, in
Fast Asia the everyday “administration” and oppression were usually
exercised by various non-government structures (clans, families and lo-
cal communities), that could even conduct executions. In this context, in
addition to the state oppression, one faces there, much more tangible and
sometimes painful “social oppression”, whereas the state could even be
perceived as beneficial, restricting such an oppression, Thus to a certain
extent the “proto-civil society” was much more oppressive there than the
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Foundations and trends
in Japan's forelgn policy
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% The author concentrates on economic conditions of Japan’s foreign
policy. The lack of own raw materials requires efforts for steady sources
of supply. Another important problem is marketing outlets. Asymmetry
between sources and imports and directions of exports leads to almost
permanent frictions with highly developed countries, Japan has surplus
with.

Japan’s foreign policy is based on its alliance with the US, which is
accompanied by developed relations in nearly all domains. Both countries,
however, did not manage to avoid tension, due to, especially, a big trade
surplus on Japan’s side. The parties worked out pretty effective mecha-
nisms of settlement of such disputes. Japan maintains the most extensi-
ve relations with the countries of East and South-East Asia. Geographi-
cal proximity and economic complementarity are favourable factors.
Although conflicts of interests appear also here, they are settled without
major problems. History is sometimes an embittering factor. As Tokyo
tries to reevaluate the actions of the Japanese army in this area, China
and Korea, in particular, react angrily and temporary deterioration in
mutual relations takes place. Also territorial disputes around small islands
appear, whose national status has been questioned. It concerns Korea,
China, Vietnam and even Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines.

Japan’s relations with the Western European countries are mainta-
ined at a modest, but steady level. Also in this area, methods have been
worked out to permit easing once acute controversies over the trade sur-
plus. Central and Eastern Europe still occupies a modest place in Japan’s
policy, although the latter provides relatively large support for cultural,
scientific and technological cooperation. Japan — Russia relations are
limited. The main obstacle was and still is a dispute over the Kurile Is-
lands, which were occupied by the Soviet Union in the final stage of the
World War Two. The negotiations on this issue have not brought any
practical results yet. While declaring their willingness to settle the pro-
blem, both sides maintain their positions, which makes it difficult to ac-
tuate their political and economic cooperation.
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The presidential elections
in the Republic of China
on Taiwan In 1996

i

& The electoral campaign is analysed in the context of the crucial politi-
cal problems of Taiwan: liberalisation of its political system since 1987,
tension between the “mainladers” and the native Chinese inhabitants,
and the changing role of Kuomintang as a ruling party. The controversy
concerning Taiwan’s future is also outlined: “one China” concept versus
independence. The author describes the origins and political options of
the main opposition forces, the Democratic Progress Party and the New
Party. The struggle of various fractions and groupings inside Kuomintang
and the opposition is presented in detail, as well as the tension between
the President and the Parliament,

Against this bacground the author outlines both complex political
games that preceded elections and changing political culture: its trans-
formation from the traditional authoritarian patterns to more democra-
tic ones.

Notwithstanding short history of Taiwan’s democracy and some symp-
toms of its immaturity, its fundamental rules are accepted by all political
and social forces. Now the power holders must compete for sympathy of
the voters and consider opinions of the population. Kuomintang mainta-
ined its leading position owing to its skilful adoption of democratic ‘rules
of game’ and to the traditional obedience towards ruling forces, whereas
those of opposition are still treated with certain distrust. Dissident past
creates a burden, not an advantage.

The elections of 1996 demonstrated that a new ‘Taiwanese raison
d’etat’ was consolidated and the leading political figures in general re-
spected its requirements at the expense of their personal preferences.
Political elites and the electorate manifested a high sense of responsibili-
ty. This suggests that political interests of Taiwan, not emotions, will
determine the future negotiations with the Peking authorities. Kuomin-
tang’s political role will most likely further diminish, whereas the Presi-
dent’s power will increase. The necessary reforms of the political system
require from both, the President and KMT, the collaboration with DPP
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The structural reforms
in Japan on the verge
of the 21* century

Eé The author describes changes in the socioeconomic mode.l of Japf?.n’s
growth in the 1990’s, with a particular emphasi.s on economic recession,
erosion of labour relationships and demogr:aphlc st.rt_lcture transfjorma{;
tions, changes in culture and customs, crisis of political leaders.hl}i and
main directions of structural changes, such as reforms of pohtuiii an
administrative systems, liberalisation of the economy and strengt. le}:’nln;,cg
of market mechanisms as well as increasing labour marlfet ﬂ(i';?;{l 11 i ty
Having reached the current level of dev'elol.)ment, Jap?.n is unlikely 2
continue to generate such high growth indicators, as it did over s:}rlnt
previous decades. Described phenomena and tenden:cue:s demonstrate h' ah
the Japanese society one day will face p_roblems s.mr.nlar to thl?f'e a\iv ic :
appear in the West, in relation to economic productivity and poli 1cf c;r:e
trollability. Economic slowdown in Japan was one of the reasons for
current difficulties in the region of East Asia.
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Victims of the Khmer Rouge
revolution in Cambodia.

An attempt at an unblased evaluation

5
gg The question if a revolution is successful or not may be evaluated
from many standpoints: successful takeover of political superstructure,
changes in the existing social and economic relations, effective interferen-
ce in cultural and symbolical values of the nation or implementation of
declared ideology. The Khmer Rouge revolution — one of the bloodiest in
history — brought boundless sufferings in Cambodia. The Democratic
Kampuchea was almost universally condemned on the international sce-
ne, but on the other hand, it gained a gloomy and sensational glory, be-
cause of colossal human casualties, resulted from implementation of its
concept of development. Statistically, it is very difficult to count the num-
ber of victims, especially that emotions are involved. The article conta-
ins an analysis of different calculations of the human casualties of the
Cambodian tragedy.

The author concludes that the most probable total number of victims
can be estimated at 740,000. The number of two million indicated by se-
veral politicians and repeated by juornalists seems to be exaggerated,
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Japanese democracy —
tatemae or honne?

% Some elements of the political system of the country are analysed. as
a contradiction between an official appearance and social reality. Assumm.g
that the democratic system works as a political facade the author puts it
on the side of the appearance i.e. tatemae. The contradiction rf:sults fI:om
different cultural patterns between the East and West, w}%ﬂe political
demacracy standard belongs to the latter. It was introduced in a non-de:
mocratic way and is so implemented to a certain exte.nt _due‘ to the domi-
nation of a vertical system of social dependencies, existing in all asper?ts
of life. It is treated not as a direction how to run and organize the socie-
ty, but rather as an instrument for settlement of c.lisputes which, by the
very nature of the Japanese society, should not e.x1st. It. results from the
network of group interdependencies, based on clienteleism and from the
network “an iron triangle” emerges: the ruling party, bureaucracy and
financial elites. The lack of full democracy is also demonstratgd by the
existence of big discriminated groups of population as burakun*fms, Kore-
ans and women. The inequality hurts also the others, though it d.oes not
result from imperfect law but rather from social practice, determined by
the cultural values.
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Plans of the economlec
development of China

A

*# The author presents economic foundations for the current five and
next 15-20 years, during which the authorities want to increase the co-
untry’s position in the global power rank by increasing, among other
things, GNP by 47% over 5 years. China is assumed to be in a position to
win chances which result from development of inter-Asian trade, incre-
asing the attractiveness of its own market for the foreign investments,
whose volume may put China in the second place worldwide after USA
and having become the most important market for Taiwan. The €Cono-
mic potential of China is alse characterised by a volume of foreign rese-
rves, which combined with Hong Kong exceeded USD 200 billion and
continues to rise. One of the main long-term goals is to accelerate trans-
formation and overall development of the Western regions of the country,
in order to overcome internal disproportion. Structural changes are be-
ing planned, the essence of which is to preserve the total state ownership
only in 512 key enterprises or their groups, thus increasing the private
sector beyond the agriculture. The strategic economic projects show that

the mechanisms, introduced in the recent years of reforms, will continue
to be implemented.
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Vietnamese agricultural
reform in 1980-1995

% The paper presents the situation of the agricultural secftor in the Viet-
namese economy during the period of system tr::m'sf.'orn‘latmn from ortho-
dox socialism to bureaucratic capitalism. The 1n1t1al-1mpulse to r_eform
the country’s economy came from agriculture. It required changes in COE
lective farms, then followed a rethinking in other areas of economy g.n
in running legal ideas. The transition of the system is clearly.reﬂef:teb 1;1
agricultural reforms. Therefore, in the ﬁrs.t place, the relat19nsh£ ed-
ween agricultural issue and conduct of the Vietnamese leaders is an. ys:,h )
including the process of collectivization over tbe 1950.5 to 19.705;.. Here, he
nature of this process is outlined, as well as its role in d-es1gn1ng a sot(fla-
list system of agriculture and its consequences. It provides the starumg
point of the reform that begun in the 1980s and bt:ought about decollec-
tivization and'liberalisation of the economy. Agricultural reforms ?.ll;e
presented in relation to other institutional changes and new factors like
liberalisation of prices, foreign investment etc. The country is open c'lup 30
the world, so not only politics but also economy must ﬁt_ the' worldwi e
standard in many fields. Agriculture seems to be left be.hm.d in compari-
son with other sectors. Almost ten years afteF t?le beginning of‘the re-
form, one of the problems left is land ownership in rural areas, disregar-
ded by the Land Law 1993.
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Kazimierz STARZYK

The foreign economic pollcy

of the People’s Republic of China
and its implications for Poland

%s% The article is focused on fundamental factors of PRC’s foreign econo-
mic policy, against the background of long-term growth tendencies of its
economy. In particular, quantitative and qualitative changes have been
shown to take place in trade, with a particular emphasis on the role of
the foreign direct investments and importance of the first half of the 80s,
as a key period for establishment of the foundations of PCR’s economy
transformations. In the article, the sources of these tendencies have been
shown, which result both from internal conditions of the economic deve-
lopment and external ones, particularly following changing realities of
the world economy. An evolutionary approach to the foreign economic
policy has been stressed as a primary feature of PRC’s international eco-
nomic relations.

Poland’s position on PCR’s market depends on our ability of satisfy-
ing market requirements in the field of quality and medernity, as well as
scale and punctuality of supplies. It will be also determined by our parti-
cipation in different forms of industrial cooperation, especially in the
form of foreign direct investments.
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China and human rights

% The Universal Declaration of Human Rights adqpte::l in San F;a:;m;
sco stressed that human rights are indivimble. and inalienable aén r:
human dignity is inviolable. However, it f:ontlnues to be ;11. con Ii;)_v:o y
over how human dignity can be best manifested. In tl}e C 1n§as:l ' lsablg
of ideas no evidence can be found to suppo.rt the thesis that in len D
human rights stem from human nature. Since t.:he 1970s human r%ghts
have been a subject of discussion in Chi.na.. Pre.:v101‘131y, the.lhur}lllan r;fem
notion was characterised as an imperial.lst 1nst1tu.t10n. While 1:l e we o
countries see in personal dignity consistency v&.rltb the Fle.ve c;;]})lmen o
democracy and pluraligm, China mainta.ins that ¥t is providing ebc?:ll i
tions for existence that creates the un1ve1l'sa1 dignity of humf.n deW egﬂ_.
Priority is given to the people’s rights to ex1stenc¢.a, de.velopmen' darl d well-
being, which means that the most important thn?g is t‘o pr}?'vl e é)of
pulation with. food, clothing and shelter*r. Human rights in C hln%‘}s tinand
the most explosive political themes in debate.:s‘ between t 18 gs ond
China. The more China opens up, the more political, economic ant. cution
ral contacts will be created, improving the prospects for democratisa
and human rights situation in China.
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% Towarzystwo utworzone zostalo w 1996 roku. W jego skiad wchodzg
polscy badacze Azji rejonu Pacyfiku, jak tez osoby zwigzane z nig swojg
dziatalnoécig zawodows. Gl6wnym celem Towarzystwa jest promowanie
wspblpracy Polski z tym regionem §wiata w réznych dziedzinach, szcze-
gélnie za§ wspomaganie badar naukowych dotyczacych Azji Wschodniej
oraz Poludniowo-wschodniej, upowszechnianie wiedzy o tym regionie
w Polsce oraz poglebianie znajomoéci naszego kraju w paristwach regio-
nu. Dziala ono zatem na rzecz wzajemnego poznania i zrozumienia.

i Towarzystwo organizuje comiesigezne seminaria i spotkania naukowe,

wspétorganizuje konferencje naukowe i wydaje publikacje swoich czlon-

kéw, przeznaczone dla specjalistéw oraz szerszej publicznoéei. Ich zakres

tematyczny obejmuje zagadnienia spoleczne, polityczne i gospodarcze,

dotyczace przede wszystkim wspotczesnodei Azji Wschodniej i najblizszych

obszaréw. Wéréd wydawnictw, przygotowanych wespét z ISP PAN, znaj-

duja sie nastepujace:

Krzysztof Gawlikowski: Dwie cywilizacje i ich wizje czfowieka — Zachéd
i Azja Wschodnia

Bohdan Kikolski: Niektére zatozenia planéw gospodarczych Chin

Powrét Hongkongu do macierzy (zbiér studiéw)

Rocznik Azja-Pacyfik

% W sktad Zarzgdu Towarzystwa wchodzi siedem oséb: doc. dr hab.
Krzysztof Gawlikowski (prezes, jego zainteresowania obejmujg Chiny i Azje
Poludniowo-wschodnia), dr Marceli Burdelski (wiceprezes, problematyka
Korei), dr Elzbieta Potocka (sekretarz generalny, problematyka Japonii),
dr Janusz Kowalski (skarbnik, problematyka Chin), dr Waldemar Dziak
(problematyka Chin i Korei), mgr Maria Stefariska-Matuszyn (redaktor
naukowy, sinolog), prof. dr hab. Stawoj Szynkiewicz (redaktor rocznika,
problematyka Mongolii i mniejszogci narodowych Azji Wschodniej).

5 Siedzibg Zarzadu Towarzystwa jest Instytut Nauk Politycznych Pol-
skiej Akademii Nauk, adres: 00-625 Warszawa, ul. Polna 18/20.



POLSKA RADA AZJI-PACYFIKU

Polska Rada Azji-Pacyfiku utworzona zostala w lutym 1997 r. z inicja-
tywy Toyvarzystwa Azji i Pacyfiku. W jej sktad wchodza badacze Azji oraz
stosunkéw mugdzynarodoquh, politycy réznych orientacji, publieyéci, dzia-
ia.c.ze gospodarczy oraz funkcjonariusze administracji paristwowej (ci ostat-
ni jako osoby prywatne). '

i% Dostrzegajac rosngce znaczenie Azji rejonu Pacyfiku w miedz
Wychftosm}kach gospodarczych i politycznych, Raga zamierzz. pf;llil(‘;\)s:é
rozwoj wspg'lpracy Polski z tym regionem $wiata jako komplementarne;
do lr’ltegrac_jl naszego kraju ze strukturami atlantyckimi. Rozwdj takiej
wsp_olpracy, tak by osiggnela ona poziom zblizony do tego, jaki maja juz
nasi partnerz.y z Unii Europejskiej, wymagaé bedzie wielkich wysitkow ze
strony PoIskll, do czego niezbedne jest wsparcie wszystkich sit politycz-
nych, Radsi, jako ciato spoleczne o pluralistycznym skladzie, zamierza
wyfstepowac z odpowiednimi inicjatywami oraz sugestiami wc;bec wladz
panstv?rowych, instytucji naukowych, organizacji gospodareczych i spotecz-
nych, jak réwniez samorzadéw lokalnych,

: R‘ad.a zamierza analizowaé procesy zachodzace w Azji rejonu Pacyfiku
(zalez;ne od pozyskanych $rodkéw finansowych) i przedstawiaé wynikajg-
ce z nich zada}nia,.sygnalizujqc nowe problemy oraz wyzwania. Szczegbing
uwage przywigzuje ona do rozwoju wspélpracy gospodarczej, ksztalcenia
kadr fachowych, rozwoju badar naukowych, dialogu miedzy kulturami

Wschodu i Zachodu, jak réwniez do upows iania wi .
zechnia .
nu Pacyfiku w Polsc’e. P nia wiedzy o Azji rejo

@ Rada zorganizowata w maju 1997 r. pi ' Swi

Rada : nizo / . Plerwsze sympozjum poswiecone
oméwieniu p..?htykl Pc?lskl wobec Azji Wschodniej w porévmarliiu z Eaqu
Poht.ykq“Ufnu_ E}lrope_]skiej. Na rok 1998 planowane sg nastepne. Z jej
inspiracjl Jesienia 1997 r. zostata powolana Fundacja Feniks dla upo-

wszechniania wiedzy o Azji rejonu Pacyfiku. Nawigzano wspbiprace z MSZ,
a czlonkowie Rady, przy réznych nadarzajacych sie okazjach, przedsta-
wiali problemy Azji publicznie, w tym w érodkach masowego przekazu.

% Czlonkami Rady sa: Andrzej Ananicz (sekretarz stanu, MSZ), Piotr
Andrzejewski (AWS), Stanistaw Ciosek (doradca Prezydenta R.P), Tade-
usz Iwiniski (SLD), Lech Kaczynski, Maciej Koztowski (podsekretarz sta-
nu, MSZ), Krzysztof Krél (KPN), Andrzej Majkowski (podsekretarz stanu,
Kancelaria Prezydenta R.P, prezes Stowarzyszenia Polska — Republika
Korei), Robert Mroziewicz (podsekretarz stanu, MON), Tomasz Nalgcz
(UP), Andrzej Olechowski, Janusz Onyszkiewicz (minister obrony), Jan
Parys (ROP), Longin Pastusiak (SLD), Janusz Piechociriski (PSL), Radek
Sikorski (podsekretarz stanu, MSZ), Andrzej Wielowieyski (UW), Andrzej
Zakrzewski (Instytut Lecha Walesy).

% Ponadto weszli do niej Andrzej Arendarski (prezes Krajowej 1zby Go-
spodarczej), Tadeusz Lisek (Ministerstwo Gospodarki), Andrzej Sudot
(MEN), dziennikarze: Stefan Bratkowski, Wojciech Gielzyniski i Maciej
Lukasiewicz, naukowcy: Adam Bromke, Marceli Burdelski (UG), Krzysz-
tof M. Byrski (Instytut Orientalistyczny UW), Zbigniew Chrupek (UW),
Waldemar Dziak (ISP PAN), Krzysztof Gawlikowski (ISP PAN, prezes
Towarzystwa Azji i Pacyfiku), Wiadystaw Géralski, Jarostaw Guzy (Pol-
ski Klub Atlantycki), Edward Halizak (Instytut Stosunkéw Miedzynaro-
dowych UW), Robert Jakimowicz (AE Krakéw), Antoni Kamiriski (ISP
PAN), Stanistaw Katuzyniski (prezes Polskiego Towarzystwa Orientali-
stycznego), Bohdan Kikolski (BGK), Mieczystaw J. Kiinstler (Katedra
Sinologii UW, prezes Polskiego Stowarzyszenia Studiéw Sinologicznych),
Wojciech Roszkowski (ISP PAN), Bogustaw Rychtowski (WSP Kielce),
Zyegmunt Skérzyriski (prezes Fundagji ,Polska w Europie”), Kazimierz
Starzyk (SGH), Stawoj Szynkiewicz (IAE PAN), Kazimierz Tkaczyk (UW),
Karin Tomala (Zaklad Krajéw Pozaeuropejskich PAN), Andrzej Wawrzy-
niak (dyrektor Muzeum Agzji i Pacyfiku), Edmund Wnuk-Lipifiski (ISP
PAN). Wszedt do niej takze Andrzej Wajda (inicjator Centrum Kultury Ja-
poniskiej w Krakowie) i Andrzej Karnabal (dyrektor Chinsko-Polskiego
Towarzystwa Okretowego S.A.). Spodziewane jest poszerzenie sktadu Rady.

i Prezesem Rady jest Krzysztof Gawlikowski, wiceprezesami sa Andrze)
Majkowski, Janusz Onyszkiewicz i Jan Parys. Sekretarzem generalnym
jest Malgorzata Pawlisz (dyrektor Biura ds Funduszy Emerytalnych Ban-
ku Handlowego).

Adres pocztowy Rady: 00-625 Warszawa, ul. Polna 18/20.



